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GALATIANS V. 13. 
mn But by love ſerve one another, 


The whole verſe ſtands thus, 


| Fur, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 


uſe not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, but F4 


love ſerve one another, 


KeRARIOUS and eminent are the 
v privileges and bleſſings which chriſ- 
tians enjoy under the diſpenſation of 

as the goſpel, the laſt and full edition 
of the divine will and mercy to the 

children of men; but, though the goſpel is the 
kindeſt friend to the ſinner, it is by no means 
in any reſpect the patron of ſin; and all the 
grace it publiſhes and diſplays to us, is not in- 
tended to lead us from Gop, and diſſolve our 
obligations of obedience to him; but, on the 
contrary, its manifeſt and ultimate deſign is to 
bring us to Gob, and mould us into a confor- 
mity to his holy nature and laws; not indeed 
in the ſervile awe and hard bondage of ſlaves, 


but in the liberty and joys of children, the heirs 
A 2 OT of 


4 The Duty of ſerving. 
of Gon, and joint-heirs with JESUS CHRIST. 
Agreeable to this view of the matter we hear 
the apoſtle declaring in our text, For ye, bre- 
u thren, have been called unto liberty; only uſe 
* not liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, but 
u by love ſerve one another *®. © Ye have been 
u called unto liberty“; either by a deliverance 
from the Moſaic rites and ceremonies, which 
were a.very heavy and painful yoke ; or by .a 
diſcharge Goa the law, as a covenant of works; 
and conſequently as it is a violated law, a law 
that denounces wrath and vengeance againſt 
you. Only uſe not liberty,” adds the apoſtle, 
* for an occaſion to the fleſh*; that is, take 
heed that you rightly underſtand, and rightly 
improve this liberty, and let it not be abuſed as 
an occaſion to the flefſh®, as an occaſion to 
gratify the propenſions and luſts of corrupt and 
degenerate nature in yourſelves, or as an occa- 
ſion to tempt or in any way embolden others 
to indulge themſelves in any of the pollutions 
of the fleſh: but, on the other hand, by love 
® ſerve one another“; that is, ſays the ſagacious 
Dr Guyſe on the place, Let your liberty be | 
“improved unto all kind and brotherly affec- {| 
e tion, and friendly offices, in ſerving one an- N 
* other by all proper means, as thoſe who are 
« bound to ſeek each others edification and ad- 
ce vantage.“ 
In diſcourſing on the paſſage, But by love 
* ſerve one another 1 all, + þ "7 


I. En- 


one | another in Love. 3 
I. Enquire hat may be intended by our 
fſerving one another. 7 

II. I ſhall conſider in what manner we are 

to ſerve one another. And, 

III. And laſtly, I fhall point out ſome argu- 

ment to this duty, * by love to ſerve one 
another ©, 10 0 2 


S 


I. I ſhall enquire what may be intended by 


our ferving one another. We are in this world 
as one great family; and as members of it we 
are to fuccour and help one another; not ac- 
counting ourſelves as born for ourſelves, or ſi- 
tuated here only for ourſelves, but as born into 
the world, and placed in it, that we may be mu- 
tual bleſſings. The perſons moſt remote from 
us in country, and the moſt unlike us in com- 
lexion, cuſtom, and religion, are to be eſteemed 
by us as our brethren ; and whatever we can do 
in prudence, as opportunity preſents itfelf, for 
their ſervice, that we are readily to perform on 
their behalf; and we ſhould take a pleaſure in 
doing good to all men, to all the ſons and 
daughters of Adam, as we are no other than 
parts of the ſame great family, however diſtin- 
guithed we may be from one another in ſmaller 
reſpects. A participation of the ſame nature, 
a deſcent from one Aer, are juſt reaſons for 
the circulations of mutual friendſhip and bene- 
volence; and there is not a man upon earth 
who is not our brother, and whom we ought 
not 
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not accordingly to regard and love. But as to 
the ſaints of Gop, the diſciples of CHRIST, and 
the members of his church, they are related to 
one another in nearer bonds, They are not 
only the children of the ſame Gop by creation, 
but they are his children by a divine renewal, 
and a moſt gracious adoption ; and therefore 
they ſhould more eſpecially be concerned to aſſiſt 
and bleſs one another, according as our apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the next chapter to that of our text : 
* As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
good unto all men, eſpecially unto them who 
are of the houſhold of faith (2) . Chriſtians 
are a family within a family; and the people of 
Gop have not only claims upon us in common 
with the reſt of mankind, but they have claims 
peculiar to themſelves; and therefore, while our 
goodneſs diffuſes itſelf among our whole ſpecies, 
its beams are directly and more powerfully to 
deſcend upon them. We are to ſerve one 
* another®, to perform for one another all the 
good offices we can, and even ſuch offices as 
may ſeem mean and unworthy, when we have 
a proper call to them, are to be as readily ſub- 
mitted to by us as thoſe which may not carry 
in them any remarkable condeſcenſion, though 
they may be beneficial diſcoveries of our good- 
will to our chriſtian brethren. Our lives are 
not to be ſpent for ourſelves; our talents are 
not to be unprofitably hoarded up or wantonly 
laviſhed upon ourſelves, but all that we are 
and 
(a) Gal. vi. 10, 
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one another in Love. 7 
and all that we have are to be conſecrated to 
the glory of Gop, and the happineſs of our 
fellow-creatures, and eſpecially our fellow-faints. 
Not only are we to take heed that we are not 
nuſances and plagues in the world, ſcattering 
miſchief and deſtruction around us; but we are 
not to ſuffer ourſelves to be idle drones in the 
hive of mankind; and nothing leſs ſhould con- 
tent us, for nothing leſs is our duty, than ac- 
tively and ſubſtantially to ſerve one another. 
We are eagerly to embrace every occaſion of 
doing good, whether it be to the bodies or to 
the ſouls, to the temporal or the eternal inte- 
reſts of our neighbours. We ſhould according 
to our abilities feed the hungry, clothe the na- 
ked, viſit the ſick, comfort the afflicted, be eyes 
to the blind, be feet to the lame, be guides and 
guardians to the young, and a ſtaff and ſhelter 
to the old. We are to break the darts of re- 
proach and ſlander, to fly to the help of in- 
jured innocence, to reſcue the oppreſſed, and 
as tenderly treat and, as far as we can, protect 
the character and reputation ' of others as we 
would our own. And above all, as to the ſouls 
of men, we are to tender them all the ſervice 
in our power. We are to pray for all man- 
kind, to beſeech in compaſſion to our fellow- 
ſinners, and our fellow-1mmortals, that the 
* kingdom of Gop may come, and that his will 
may be done on earth as it is in heaven (5)*; 
and we are to propagate and extend the Re- 

deemer's 


(5) Matt. vi. 10. 


8 The Duty uf ſerving 
deemer's intereſt, in which not only the divine 


honour, but the happineſs of the world is ſo eſ- 


ſentially concerned, to the utmolt of our power, 
„We are to be the ſalt of the earth (c)“, and 
ſhould ſpread the ſavour of godlineſs amidſt the 
general corruption of human nature. We 
* ſhould be lights in the world”, and fo ſhine 
in it as that all who behold us may thence be 
excited to glorify our Father which is in hea- 
ven (4) v.. And as to the churches of CRIST, 
there are we more eſpecially to exert ourſelves; 
and never to be weary in doing good to them, as 
far as our ability and opportunities will give 
leave. If we are Paſtors and Miniſters, we are 
to adminiſter the ſacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper; to preach the Word in ſeaſon 
and out of ſeaſon ; . to reprove, rebuke, and ex- 
hort with all long- ſuffering and doctrine; and 
to approve ourſelves living epiſtles of Jesus 
Cuxlisr known and read of all men; ſumming 
up and inculcating in our lives what we recom- 
mend and urge upon others in our diſcourſes, 
and thereby giving a vigour and force to holi- 
neſs, without which all our moſt beautiful de- 
lineations of religion may be expected to be 
vain, and perhaps worſe than vain. If we are 
deacons in the churches of CHRIST, let us take 
care of the table of the Lorp, the table of the 
Miniſter, and the table of the Poor, and behave 
ourſelves with all prudence and affection, fide- 
lity and honour; conſidering ourſelves not unlike 


| officers 
(e) Matt. v. 13. (4) Matt. v. 14—16. 


by 


one another in Love. 9 


officers in an army, who are more eſpecially 
bound to ſet a good example to their bende 
ſoldiers. Or are we only members in general 
of the churches, let us, as conſtantly as we can, 
fill up our places, and ſhow that we love the 
ordinances of Go D's houſe; let us exhort and 
provoke one another to love, and to good 
works, and be always ready by word and deed 
to encourage and aſſiſt our miniſter and our 
fellow-members; and particularly let us be im- 
portunate and inceſſant in our prayers for our 
miniſter, that he may come forth from time to 
time * in the fulneſs of the blefling of the goſpel 
* of Jesvs CHRIST (e)“, and that * the word of 
® Gop may have free courſe, and be glorified( /); 
and for our fellow-members, that © they may be 
© built up on their moſt holy faith (g), and may 
4 walk worthy of the Lox p unto all pleaſing, 
* being fruitful in every good work (5) *. Did 
an heathen emperor at the end of a day, in 
which he had beſtowed no favour, expreſs his 
regret, by ſaying, © My friends, T have loſt a 
day *! how much more worthy is ſuch a 
ſigh from the heart of a chriſtian! or 'rather, 
how vigilant ſhould he be ſo to crowd every re- 
volving day with devotions to his Gop, and acts 
of kindneſs towards man, as that he may not 
have ſo much as one day, even for whole years 
a (1712 


(e) Rom, xv. 29. (F) Theſſ. iii. 1. 
(g) Jude 20. (5 Coloſſ. i. 10. 
Atque etiam recordatus quondam ſuper cœnam, quod nikil 
cuiquam toto die præſtitiſſet, memorabilem illam meritoque laudat m 
vocem edidit; A DiE'4 PERD:Dt, Suetonius lib. 8, cap. 8. 
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TK To 


(i) Job xxix. 11—13. 


* 


one another in Love. 11 


II. To conſider in what manner we are to 
ſerve one another. But by love“, ſays the 
apoſtle, -* ſerve one another. Services are re- 
quired of us, and ſervices to one another; but 
Am what ſprings are theſe ſervices to flow, or 
in what manner are our reciprocal kindneſſes 
to be conducted? Are we to ſerve one another 
from ſelfiſh motives, or becauſe we look for a 
recompence again? If ye love them, ſays our 
LoxD, * which love you, what reward have 
= you? Do not even the publicans the ſame ()? 
We may indeed in ſome inſtances ſerve one an- 
other, hoping that we may be ſerved again by 
our fellow-creatures or our fellow-chriſtians ; 
but yet we are to be influenced by higher con- 
ſiderations, and in ſome caſes we are abſolutely 
to look beyond all advantage to ourſelves, and 
all expectations of a return from the objects or 
recipients of our favour: according to what our 


* 


Lord ſpeaks; And if ye do good to them 


* which do good to you, what thank have ye ? 
for ſinners alſo do even the ſame. And if ye 
„lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, 
* what thank have ye? for ſinners alſo lend to 
* ſinners, to receive as much again. But love 
ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again; and your reward 
© ſhall be great, and ye ſhall be the children of 
the Higheſt: for he is kind to the unthankful 
and to the evil. Be ye thereſore merciful, as 
15 Ba Jour 
(4) Luke vi. 32. 
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your Father alſo is merciful (/)*. Or are we 
to ſerve one another in order to raiſe ourſelves 
a good eſteem and high reputation among 
mankind, and particularly among our fellow- 
chriſtians? No, my friends, ſuperior motives 
than theſe are to be the principles of our ſer- 
vices to each other; for the apoſtle well ob- 
ſerves, that © though we ſhould beſtow all our 
goods to feed the poor, and have not charity“, 
as the root of our beneficence, that is, love to 
Gop, and love to men, * it will profit us no- 
„thing () H. Though our kindneſſes to others 
will not, and indeed cannot in their own na- 
ture be concealed; and though a fair and pub- 
lic renown may be the conſequence. of many 
worthy and bountiful actions to others, yet we 
are not to be governed m our ſervices to one 
another from the honours, that may poſſibly or 
pobably reſult from them; for this would be 
only ſetting up ourſelves, as our idols, and then 
* ſacrificing to our own net, and burning in- 
* cenle to our own drag (2) “; and we might 
be truly ſaid, when the incenſe of praiſe is of- 
fered us for our bounties and liberalities, if we 
have no better conſiderations to animate us, to 
have received our reward. From what argu- 
ments then are we to ſerye one another? The 
anſwer is by or from * love we are to ſerve one 

1 another; 


(/) Luke vi. 336. (m) 1 Cor. xiii. 3. (=) Hab. i. 16. 

wy Aries T1; ayatn;, Kc. A cum genitivo per, 2, ex ſigniſicat. 
Conſtantin: in Fræpoſit. There may be ſome diſtinction of ſenſe 
according as we render the paſſage by or fr. love ſerving one an- 
yas ? other ; 


one another in Love. 13 


another; that is, we are to ſerve one another with 
a cordial undiſſembled good-will, a propenſion 
of kindneſs, a true fraternal eſteem and regard 
for each other. This love, a love of this diſinte- 
reſted, generous kind, is to be the inward ſpring 
of our good offices, and it is to mingle itſelf, as 
a ſweet perfume, in all the performances of 
kindneſs to one another. If we give to the ne- 
ceſſities of others, we are to give from love, 
from ſympathy and compaſſion to them. If 
we admoniſh, exhort, or pray for others, we 
are to do it in the tender affection of our hearts 
to them. And in like manner every other ſer- 
vice we perform to our neighbour, whether it 
reſpects their bodies or their ſouls, their tem- 
poral or their future intereſts, is to grow from 
the root of love. And as our ſervices are to 
grow from the root of love, ſo let theni alſo be 
enriched and increaſed, may I fo ſpeak, with 
the odours of love. Let us ſhow the love we 
bear in our hearts to our brethren, whether as 
g men 
other; though nearly the ſame meaning may reſult in both caſes. 
If we read our text by love ſerving one another, then we may con- 
ſider love as the medium through which all our 1 ſervices 
are to paſs; or if we tranſlate the words from love ſerving one an- 
other, as the prepoſition will undoubtedly allow us, we then conceive 
of love as the origin of our mutual 8 ſervices. But whether we 
ſerve one another by love as the medium, or rom love as the origin, 
certain it is that love will have a prevailing and univerſal influence 
into our good offices to one another. In the firſt caſe, we ma 
regard it as acting like a rich and ſtrong perfume, and ſo diffuſing 
its moſt grateful odours into our acts of ſervice to one another 
and in the other, we may view it as a full and free fountain that 
ſupplies all thoſe ſtreams of bleſſings with which we are ſerving our 


chriſtian brethren. I have adopted both theſe ſenſes in my expli- 
Cation, 
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men or chriſtians, in the very manner in which 
we perform our acts of bounty and favour to 
them. A kindneſs becomes a double kindneſs 
by the graceful and tender manner in which it 
is conferred. The readineſs, the compaſſion, 
the pleaſure, the ardency with which we do 
good, abundantly improve and heighten it; 
and as love produces, fo love reliſhes the gift. 
By or from this love let us ſerve one another; 
this love oppoſed to the expectations of returns 
of love again, and this love as oppoſed to a ſel- 
fiſh vain- glory, that only ſeeks occaſions to 
pride by our liberality and favour to others. 
Having briefly conſidered in what manner we 
are to ſerve one another“, I come, 


Ill. And laſtly, To point out ſome argu- 
ments to this duty, by or. from love 
u to ſerve one another. And, 


| Firſt, Conſider the love of Gop and CHRIST, 
and the holy Spirit, to you, as an argument by 
or from love to ſerve one another”, What 
love was that in the great Father of all, the Fa- 
ther of mercies, and the Gop of all conſolations, 
that he ſhould appoint and ſend a Saviour for 
us, none leſs than his own Son, Emanuel, 
Gop with us! For Go p ſo loved the world, 
* as to give his only-begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believes on him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life (0)*. And again, In 
this was manifeſted the love of Gop towards 
9, Us, 

(o) John iii. 16. . 


ene another in Low. 15 


us, becauſe that Gop ſent his only- begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through 
* him. Herein is love, not that we loved Gop; 
hut that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our ſins (), And has 
Gop ſhown this love to us, this Joys, that lays 
the foundation of our comfortable hopes to- 
wards God both here and hereafter, ti the 
ſong and triumph of heaven and eternity; then 
what is the inference, but that which the apoſtle 
draws, that if Gop ſo loved us, we ought alſo 
* to love one another“. Love, free love, love 
to the unworthy, and lobe to the miſerable, 
has been moſt abundantly diſplayed to us by 
the great and ever- bleſſed Gop in the gift and 
facrifice of his Son; and we are to be influenced 
by this example (and can we imitate an _— 
or better?) to love one another; kindling our 
ſparks, our lamps of -beneficial and. refreſhing 
light, from the beams of that eternal ſun that 
has ſhone out upon us, not in devouring flames 
of vengeance, but in the moſt reviving. radia- 
tions of grace and bleſſing. The divine good- 
neſs has poured itſelf out in an immeaſurable 
profuſion in our world, and it rewards its 
own rich and generous acts of benevo! ence witn 
the pleaſure of doing good; what then is in- 
cumbent upon us, but to go and do likewiſe; 
and not from the views of recompences, or from 
adequate and proportioned returns, but from true 
Auer eſted beneficence to ſerve one another? 


Again, 
(p) 1 John iv. 9-11. 
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Again, Chriſtians, conſider the love of Cur1sT 
towards you, and thence deduce your arguments 
u to ſerve one another in love. Ye know the. 
grace of our Lord Jesus CHRIST, that, 
* though he was rich, yet for your ſakes he be- 
® cane poor, that ye through his poverty might 
be made rich ()*. Need I tell you of his 
condeſcenfion, his readineſs to take fleſh, and 
tabernacle among us? Need I tell you of his 
humiliation in his birth, in his life, and above 
all in his death; and what rays of love and 
healing mercy ſhone from this ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs, from his firſt riſing to his ſetting upon 
our world? Shall I aſk wherefore he became 
incarnate, why he ſojourned ſo long among us, 
or why he ſuffered and died upon a croſs? Did he 
not come to ſpread light and joy over a dark and 
bewildered world ? Did he not come to pro- 
claim truth and grace, and to open the Father's 
counſels of mercy and falvation to poor periſh- 
ing ſinners? Did he not come to put away ſin 
by the ſacrifice of himſelf; come, to waſh us 
from our fin in his own blood, and eſtabliſh a 
new and everlaſting covenant of life and bleſs- 
edneſs for all that ſhould believe upon and obey 
him ? Did he not in his merits and mediation 
obtain for us pardon and acceptance with Gop, 
and open for us a new and living way from 
the horrors of eternal wrath and perdition, 


into the gates and glories of heaven; ſo that, 


as the apoſtle ſpeaks, *® where fin abounded, 
grace 


7) 2 Cor. viii. 9. 
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grace did much more abound, and as fin 
* hath reigned unto death, even ſo did grace 
* reign through righteouſneſs*; not meerly to 
the extinction of the curſe due to fin, * but 
unto eternal life, by JEsUs CHRIST our Logp t* 
(r) And now ſhall not this love of CarrsT, 
whoſe heights reach to heaven, and at preſent 
raiſe our hopes, and will ere long raiſe our 
ſouls to the bleſſed regions above; whole depths 
reſcue us from the pit of perdition, the belly of 
hell; whoſe breadths extend beyond all the 
numbers, and enormous magnitudes of our 
crimes ; and whole lengths ſecure and convey 
glory and happineſs for us through infinite du- 
ration, ſhall not this love of Cu rx1sT engage 
us by love to ſerve one another? What, ſhall ſo 
much love be ſhewn by the head, and ſhall 
none be ſhewn by the members ? Shall the love 
of CRRISY pals all underſtanding, and ſhall our 
love to one another not be underſtood at all ? 
Surely, my friends, as CHRIST 1s, ſuch are the 
who are CHRIST's; and our Lord expects of us 
that we ſhould be followers of him, and abound 
in love towards one another. A new Com- 
* mandment, ſays he, I give unto you ;* if it is 
not a new commandment in itielf, yet it is a 
commandment that is given with a new motive, 
a motive derived from the example of our Lord 
himſelf ; that ye love one another: as I have 
loved you; that ye alſo love one another.“ (5) 
In like manner, This is my commandment, 
C ; that 


(r] Rom, v. 20, 21. (s) Joh. xii. 34. 
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that ye love one another, as I have loved 
„you (%. And when our Loxp had waſhed his 
diſciples feet he tells us what 1mprovement 
we thould make of that amazing inſtance of 
condeſcenſion; namely, that we ſhould by love 
ſerve one another, even in the loweſt offices of 
kindneſs, when there is a call for them ; for it 1s 
ſaid, That after he had waſhed their feet, 
„and had taken his garments, and had fat 
* down again, he ſaid unto them, Know ye 
u what I have done to you? ye call me Maſter 
and Lord; and ye ſay well, for ſo Iam. If I 
* then, your lord and maſter, have waſhed your 
® feet, ye ought alſo to waſh one another's feet: 
„for I have given you an example, that ye 
* ſhould do as I have done to you (4)*. And 


. ſhall we not find his apoſtles, under the influ- 


ences of the ſame Spirit, deriving our arguments 
to mutual love from the example of the amiable 
founder of our religion, the bleſſed Jesus ? * Put 
* on therefore,” ſays the apoſtle Paul, as the 
* ele& of Gop, holy and beloved, bowels of 
* mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
* neſs, long- ſuffering, forbearing one another, 
* and forgiving one another; even as CHRIST 
* forgave you, ſo alſo do ye ( And again; 
„and walk in love, as CRRISTH alſo hath loved 
„us, and hath given himſelf for us, an of- 
* fering, and a ſacrifice to Gon for a ſweet- 
* ſmelling ſavour (x) u. And the apoſtle Joln 


aſſumes a yet ſtronger ſtrain, and carries our 


love, 


(7) Joh. xv. 12. (4) Joh. xiii 1215, 
(x0) Col. iii. 1 2. (x) Eph. v. 2. 
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love, from the example of Cur1sT, to the ut- 
moſt limits; telling us, “ that hereby we per- 
* ceive the love of Gop, becauſe he hath laid 
« down his life for us, and that we ought to 
* lay down our lives for the brethren (z)*. 80 
cogent and irreſiſtible is the love of CHRIST to 
inkindle and inforce our love to one another. 
Let me add, that the love of the holy Spirit 
towards us ſhould influence us by love to ſerve 
one another. Conſider the holy Spirit, in the 
oeconomy of our ſalvation, as applying to our 
ſouls the bleſſings of the Father's promiſe, and 
the Son's procurement ; as opening blind eyes, 
as unſtopping deaf ears, as melting obdurate 
hearts, as quickning dead ſouls, dead in the 
worſt ſenſe, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins. View 
him alſo as the holy and gracious reſident and 
comforter of the people of Gop, who takes of 
the things of CHRIST, and reveals them to 
them, who witneſſes with our ſpirits that we 
are the children of Gop, and ſeals us unto the 
day of redemption ; and then aſk, whether all 
this love, this free love ( for he is ſtiled the 
u Spirit of grace (a)) ſhould not engage us to 
love, to comfort, and, in all the variety of kind 


and benevolent offices, to ſerve one another? 


Why ſhould we not meaſure to others the ſame 

good meaſure that we have ourſelves received 

or at leaſt, willingly impart fragments, when 

we have received immenſe bleſſings, and com- 

municate our drops, when we have already 

| C 2 received 
(z) 1 John iii. 18. (a) Heb. x. 29. 
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received large draughts, and are looking for the 
immeaſurable and everlaſting fulneſs of joy? 

In one word; we who are all-ſurrounded with 
the brighteſt and warmeſt emanations of blels- 
ing from Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, whoſe 
love, and grace, and communion we are ſo of- 
ten imploring for one another, and m whom 
we find our preſent peace and conſolation, and 
in whom we hope to find our eternal life and 
happineſs, we, I ſay, ſhould undoubtedly con- 
ſider ourſelves as excited and obliged from their 
love to ſerve one another by love ; and, like 
gems or ſtars, having been irradiated with the 
beams of the moſt benign and ſurpriſing good- 
neſs, we ſhould tranſmit them to others, and 
ſhow forth the praiſes of that“ Gop who hath 
* called us out of darkneſs into his marvelous 
light **. Even dead earth, inſenſible and hfe- 
leſs clay, will reflect the rays of the ſun ; and 
what ſhall not pardoned, enlivened, and ſancti- 
hed ſouls reflect the radiations of love they 
have received, and diffuſe abroad light and joy 
to all who are in any reſpect concerned and 
connected with them ? 

Secondly, Let us conſider our very near and 
intimate relation as an argument why we ſhould 
by love ſerve one another. We are in very near 
and intimate relation to one another, as the 
offspring of the ſame G op, and as the deſcen- 
dants of the fame general father and mother. 
Of one blood, ſays the apoſtle, hath G o » 


made 
N. i. 9. 
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1 made all nations of men, to dwell on the face 
* of the earth (6) . But as Chriſtians we are 
brought, as has been before obſerved, into ſtill 
cloſer and more endearing bonds : we are the 
children of Gon by a double birth, that of na- 
ture and that of grace; and we are children of 
Gop by likeneſs, and by inheritance, being made 
at once par takers of a divine nature, and being 
adopted into his family. Add further, that 
ſaints are repreſented in ſcripture as compacted 
into one building, as framed into. one body, as 
branches of one vine, as belonging to the fame 
flock, and as conſtituting one church, of which 
Cuz1sT is the head. And ſhall not ſuch an 
union as this, ſo ſtrong and ſo intimate die a 
motive for Chriſtians by love to ſerve one 
another? Let it not be ſaid, that the churches 
of CuR1sT are agitated by contentions, burns 
ing with reſentment, and alienated from on 
another in heart and affection, when th i 
in name and profeſſion, character and fron 
thus cloſely united. Let them not exhibit to 
the world, to the diſgrace, and I might ſay the 
denial of their holy and heavenly relation to 
one another, that © wiſdom, © if ſo it may be 
called, which is earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh,“ 
and which conſiſts in * bitter envying, and 
* {ſtrife in their hearts; * but let them be ra- 
diant and unſullied mirrors of “ that wiſdom 
* which is from above; which 1s firſt pure, then 
» peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full 
35 * of 


(5) Adds xvii, 26, 
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” of mercy, and good fruits, without partaality; 
and without hypocriſy (c). Let them remem- 
ber the charges they have received: Be kindly 
* affectioned one to another, with brotherly 
* love (d). Let brotherly love continue (e).“ 
And again; * Seeing ye have purified your ſouls 
* in obeying the truth, through the Spirit, un- 
* to unfeigned love of the brethren, ſee that ye 
love one another with a pure heart, fervent- 
*ly (/) ”. Let kings and kingdoms contend 
with one another, and © the potſherds of the 
* earth ſtrive together, and be daſhed in pie- 
ces by their mutual conflicts: or let one and 
the ſame nation be diſtracted and torn aſunder 
by inteſtine animoſities and quarrels ; or let ci- 
ties become the ſeats of uproar and diſcord ; or 
let families rife up in rage and ruin againſt one 
another, parents againſt children, children a- 
gainſt parents, brothers againſt ſiſters, and 
fiſters againſt brothers: but let not Chriſtians, 

rſons in ſuch near and intimate relation, the 
children of one Father, the brethren of one 
Lord Jesvs, and the partakers of one holy and 
gracious Spirit, ever admit any ſtrife, any con- 
tention among them, except who ſhall love 
and ſerve their Gop moſt, and love and ſerve 
one another beſt. Their divine union in their 
Gop ſhould produce divine friendſhip to one 
another, and never ſuffer any flames to kindle 
among them but the flames of love ; love, that 


riſing 


c) James iii. EY (4d) Rom. xii. 10. 
(e) Heb. xii, 1. Yi Pet. i. 22. 
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riſing higher and higher towards heaven, and 
ſpreading wider and wider in all acts of kind- 
neſs to one another, ſhall at once be their de- 
fence and their glory, and ſhall make the world 
cry out with admiration, See how theſe 
«© Chriſtians love one another!“ Nothing can 
give a brighter and lovelier idea of Chriſtianity 
than the ſpirit, and regular and conſtant exer- 
ciſes of mutual love. Thus ſhall the church 
look forth as the morning, fair as the moon, 
* and clear as the ſun (g); and it ſhall ap- 
pear to all that © the glory of the Lox D has 
indeed ariſen upon her (+), by that glory 
that ſhines around her, and whoſe very luſtres 
ſhall proclaim that they are from heaven, and 
— are heavenly. 

Thirdly, Let us conſider the pleaſure and pro- 
fit that we may expect to enjoy in chriſtian 
worſhip and communion as another argument 
why © we ſhould by love ſerve one another “. 
Where there 1s a want of love, will there not be 
a want of peace; and where there is a want of 
peace, will there not be a want of pleaſure ; for 
what pleaſure is there in animoſities or hatred ? 
or what happineſs can that ſociety enjoy that 
is riſen up againſt itſelf, and is conſuming in 
its own fares of diſcord and variance? Add tur- 
ther, what profit can be expected in that church 
whoſe members are falling out by the way; and 
who, inſtead of meeting together to promote 


and improve in communion with Gop, and the 
| edifica- 


(48) Cant. vi. 10. (Y Lai. Ix. t. 
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edification and comfort of one another, meet 
together with anger and wrath, with evil jea- 
louſies and fierce heart-burnings, or at leaſt in 
a deplorable dearth of cordial affection and 
friendſhip ? Not in the ſtorms and hurricanes of 
fierce, imperious, turbulent paſſions, but in the 
gentle balmy air of love, we may hope to ſee 
religion revive and flouriſh. The Spirit of Gon 
is repreſented as a dove; and ſure I am, that 
thoſe ſocieties are not hkely to enjoy his 
gracious viſits and influences where the con- 
trary diſpoſitions to thoſe of the dove prevail. 
I know that Gop alone can give ſucceſs to the 
word, and that it is not in man, in the moſt 
eloquent or animated preacher, to renew and 
ſanctify the ſoul; but, while the word is the 
ſeed, and ſalvation is of the Lozp, yet love is 
the ſoil to receive the ſeed, and there only it is 
likely to take root and proſper; and as well 
might the Huſbandman hope to reap a rich 
harveſt from ſeed caſt among thorns and briers, 
as a Miniſter to expect to do any great good, 
who from time to time diſpenſes the word to 
a people filled with bitter reſentments, or a con- 
temptuous ſcorn, or even cold neglect of him. 
It is love that is the herald and harbinger of 
ſucceſs. It is this that, may J ſo ſpeak, invites 
Gop to dwell among us, and to diſplay himſelf 
in his grace and glories. © Be of one mind, 
ſays the apoſtle, © live in peace, and the Gop- 
* of love and peace ſhall be with you (i) *. 
# Behold, 


L 2 Cor, xiii, 10. 


OI RENT” „ 
* = * 1 ro 0, 


"OV ; 
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4 Behold, ſays the Pſalmiſt, how good and how 
* pleaſant it is for brethren to dwell together 
” In unity. It is like the precious ointment 
„ upon the head, that ran down upon the 
* beard, even Aaron's beard; that went down 
» to the ſkirts of his garments. As the dew of 
Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended upon 
„the mountains of Zion; for there the LoRD 
* commanded the bleſſing, even life for ever- 
* more (&) *. | | | 
 Fourthly, Let us conſider, as another argu- 
ment why we ſhould ſerve one another b 
love, that hereby we give good evidence that 
we are true and ſincere Chriſtians. Hear what 
our Loxp ſays on this matter: * By this ſhall 
* all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 
have love one to another (/). * In like man- 
ner, the Apoſtle John ſays, that we know that 
* we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe 
„e love the brethren (n). And again, the 
ſame inſpired writer tells us, that“ if we love 
one another, Gop dwells in us, and his love 
* js perfected in us (2). And once more, he 
declares that * every one that loves him that 
„ begat, loves him alſo that is begotten of him. 
()“ And that this love is a love that is ac- 
tive and operative, not a love that conſiſts in 
kind words, or a ſplendid ſhow, but that takes 
root in the heart, and yields its correſpondent 
D fruits 

(+) Pſalm cxxxiti. (/) John xiii. 35. | 

(a) 1 John iii. 14. (2) 1 John iv. 12, 

(e) 1 John v. 1. 
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fruits of real good, and ſubſtantial bleſſing to 
our fellow - ſaints, is evident from what the 
ſame Apoſtle ſays, when he tells us, that“ who= 
„ ſo hath this world's good, and fees his bro- 
* ther have need, and ſhuts up his bowels of 
* compaſſion from him, how dwells the love of 
„ Gop in him? My little children,“ adds 
the Apoſtle, let us not love in word, neither 
* in tongue, but in deed, and in truth. And 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, 
® and ſhall aſſure our hearts before him (:= 
e That is, ſays the great Mr Howe upon the 
te place, () this ſhall demonſtrate to us that we 
ce are the children of the truth, begotten by it, 
6e James 1.18. when we reſemble it, have the 
* correſpondent impreſs of the goſpel, ( that 
e great repreſentation of the love of GoD) up- 
* on us. So ſhall our hearts be quieted, and 
© well ſatisfied concerning our ſtates towards 
* Gop.” It is a good ſign upon us that we. 
are Chriſtians indeed, if we love as Chriſtians, 
and are ready to contribute, from a principle of 
love, all that lies in our power to the promo- 
tion of our mutual welfare in the relief of one 
anothers burdens, and in the ſupply of one 
anothers neceſſities. As the firſt in the enume- 
ration of the fruits of the Spirit we find Love; 
and what wonder, ſince it has ſo near a rela- 
tion to, and indeed is the parent of many at 
leaſt 

(p) John iii. 19. 


(7) See his Paraphraſe on the paſſage in what are called Me 
Fooi's Annotations, 
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leaſt of the reſt? * But the fruit of the Spi- 
5 rit, ſays the Apoſtle, is love, joy, peace, long- 
* ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodnels, faith, meek- 
* nefs, and temperance (7). * Are we willing 
to ſerve one another by love? Is it our ſtudy, 
our deſire, our delight, to extend bleſſing to all 
around us, and eſpecially to the ſaints and ſer- 
vants of JesUs CuR1sT ? Then indeed we have 
a bright evidence that we are the children of 
Gov, and that we are the living likeneſſes of 
Him whoſe name and nature is Love (6). Our 
divine temper aſcertaĩns our divine birth; and 
the love that penetrates and poſſeſſes our hearts, 


ſhows that we are the ſons of Gop, and the 


Called according to his purpoſe. Love to one 
another ſhows that'we are not wolves and ty- 
gers, but the ſheep of CHRIST's fold; and tho 
there are other proofs that are neceſſary to evince 
our real chriſtianity, and our intereſt. in its 
ineſtimable bleſſings, yet this evidence is to ſhine 
in concert with them; and may not I ſay, next 
to the love of Gos, is brighteſt and ſuperior 
in the train, that we by love ſerve one another? 


2 


Hatred and malice are from beneath; they are 


the progeny and picture of hell itſelf : but love 
and mercy are from above, and ſhow that we 
have the ſtamp and ſeal of Go p upon us, that 
diſtinguiſh and declare us to be his people, thoſe 
whom he has formed for himſelf, and that ſhall 


be owned and bleſſed as his both here and here- 
after. At leaſt; unleſs we by love ſerve one an- 


(r) Gal. v. 22, 23. (5) 1 jobn vv. 16. 
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other, we have great reaſon to conclude that 
we are not the true ſaints, and followers of the 
Lamb but that we are till in the gall of bitter- 
neſs and the bonds of iniquity: whereas, when 
we can truly ſay that we by love ſerve one an- 
other, we have a good ground of hope that we 
are CuRIST's, as we are like CnRIST, and are 
walking as he alſo walked. By this, and the 
other luſtres of ſanctification, we ſhow that we 
are in a ſtate of acceptance with G op, and on 
the road to eternal glory. Once more, 

Fifthly, and laſtly, Another argument to ex- 
cite Chriſtians to ſerve one another by love, 
may be taken from the conſideration that we 
are hereby preparing for and anticipating hea- 
ven. What is heaven, but a region of love? 
Gop is love; CHRIST is love; the Ho L 
SPIRIT is love; and the innumerable compa- 
ny of Angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect, are all ſpirits of love. In heaven there 
is concord without the leaſt jar, amity with- 
out the leaſt contention, and peace without 
the leaſt interruption for ever and ever. The 
celeſtial Paradiſe is the very element of love. 
Love is the very air, the glory, the happineſs of 
the place. At the glorious manſions on high 
we hope ere long to arrive, and in them to 
enjoy our eternal home, let us then be mak- 
ing ready for them, by cultivating and pro- 
moting that temper that reigns through all the 
myriads and millions of happy ſpirits reſiding 
there, and which will make us fit companions - 


with 


one anther in Love. 29 


with them in their holineſs and joys. Let our 
whole life be a life of education for heaven ; 
being aſſured, that by how much the more we 
feel and poſſeſs of the ſpirit of heaven, by ſo 
much the more we are made meet for the in- 
u heritance among the ſaints in light **. Show 
me the man that loves Go p, and that loves his 
brother, and I will ſhow you a man that is 
already robed as a King and Prieſt to G o p, 
even the Father, and that is qualified in diſpo- 
ſition for the celeſtial world, though he may 
for a while be detained here on earth, to ſhine 
in thoſe beauties of holineſs among men, which 
in their immaculate and conſummate glories 
conſtitute the perfection and felicity of heaven. 
Death brings the ſaint who loves Gop and 
loves his brother to the regions, and the com- 
pany to which he is already adapted and form- 
ed; and when darkneſs reſigns to day, mor- 
tality to life, faith to viſion, hope to enjoyment, 
and patience to poſſeſſion, love ſhall reign and 
triumph in unbounded extent, and everlaſting 
glory. 

Having finiſned the doctrinal part of my 
ſubject, what remains is ſome Improvement 
and Application of what has been ſaid. And, 

1//, How truly lamentable is it that the 
churches that name the name of Cur1sT are ſo 
deplorably defective in this great duty of “ ſerv- 
ing one another by love? * We hear this 
love largely diſcourſed on, and inculcated- — 


Col. i. 123 
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the ſcriptures, and we ſee much of this love 
held forth to our view in the examples record- 
ed in the holy oracles ; but, alas! how little of 
it is to be found among the churches of Jxsvs 
Cur1sT ? nay, might it not be too truly added, 
how much of the contrary ſpirit of envy and 
contention is oftentimes viſible and prevalent 
among chriſtian ſocieties, who ſhould walk to- 
gether in love, and make it their ſtudy and 
ambition * by love to ſerve one another? How 
* is the gold become dim! How 1s the fine 
gold changed!“ What briers and thorns, what 
roots of bitterneſs ſpring up among the congre- 
gations of ſuch as are by profeſſion the ſaints of 
Gop, and the followers of the LAB]! How 
awfully 1s the glory departed from the temples 
of the living Gop ? and as to ſome of them, 
fuch have been the furious heats and animoſi- 
ties that have prevailed there, they have ſeemed 
rather to have been uſurped by Satan, and fill- 
ed with his infernal ſmoke and fires, than to 
have been the dwellings of the Go p of peace, 
and the regions of that pure, ſerene, vital, and 
refreſhing light, which comes down from the 
Father of lights, and wherever it is found bears 
the lively and demonſtrative tokens of his pre- 
ſence and glory. Spirit of grace and holi- 
e nels, deſcend upon the churches of Jxsus 
* CuRI1sT, (churches that profeſs his name, that 
* ſhould reflect his image, and ſhew forth his 
*« praiſe) and by a plentiful effuſion of thy ſa- 


Sered and benign influences extinguiſh all the 


% unhal- 
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© unhallowed flames of diſcord and variance, 
4 et wrath and envy, and kindle by thine. all- 

werful breath the flames of a pure and dis 
ce vine love in all the aſſemblies of mount Zian, 
« that they, being here on earth lovely in the 
cc fight of Gop,. glorious in the eyes of men, and 
happy in communion with one another, may 
* reſemble the bleſſed and harmonious ſociety 
« of holy angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect aboye, and be made meet for the 


« eternal viſion and enjoyment; of the Gop of 


« love,” in whole preſence there is fulneſs of 

joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſures for 
„ evermore (t)“. O that the time, the ſet time 
to favour Zion was come! when, when ſhalt 
it be that * inſtead of the thorn ſhall come 
up the fir: tree, and inſtead of the brier ſhall 
come up the myrtle- tree, to be to the Lon n for 
7 4 name, and for an everlaſting gn that ſhall 
not be cut off (a) ?? 

2dly, and laſtly, Let us be enchant from 
what has been ſaid to an higher value, and a 
more diligent obſervance; of this moſt amiable 
and eſſential duty, the ſerving one another by 
love. To love Gop with all our hearts, and 
„with all our ſouls, and with all our minds; 
„and with all our ſtrength, and to love, our 
© neighbours as ourſelves (&), is the ſum and 
ſubſtance of Chriſtian duty. And the Apoſtle 
tells us, that we are to ® owe no man any thing, 
but 


60 pa. inn 100 Iſa. lv. 13, 
(*) Mark xii. 30, 31, 


32 The Duty of ſerving 
* but to love one another; for he that loves 
another hath fulfilled the law (y).“ And again, 
„ For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even 
in this, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as 
* thyſelf (z). In mutual prayers then for 
each other, in mutual aſſiſtance to each other, 
in mutual condeſcenſion, and kind offices to 
one another, (I ſpeak to the Miniſter and 
Church of CHRIST in this place, now en- 
tering into the moſt ſacred bonds) ſpend the 
days of your mutual fellowſhip here on earth, 
Let doing good to one another be your deſign 
and ſtudy, your meat and drink ; and let the 
church and world be irradiated by your exam- 
ple, and blefſed by your love. Henceforward 
conſider this wap of * ſerving one another by 
love,“ as a moſt important and indiſpenſible 
duty ; and accordingly watch againſt every 
thing that may have the leaſt tendency to in- 
terrupt you in the practice of it, and parti- 
cularly guard mn pride, anger, froward- 
neſs, or any other ill paſſions or diſpoſitions 
that, like malignant vapours, may damp and 
reſtrain the ardors and exerciſes of reciprocal 
love. And above all, be frequent and impor- 
tunate at the mercy-ſeat, that the dew of this 
grace, of this bleſling both to yourſelves and 
others, may richly deſcend upon you. God is 
love; and as he is love himſelf, ſo he delights 
in his own image, and is ready upon our re- 
queſts to him in the name of his Son to com- 
municate of his bleſſings, and make us parta- 


kers 


( y] Rom, xiii. 8, (z) Gal. v. 14. 
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one another in Love. 33 


kers of a divine nature by transforming us into 
love. O then, be often and earneſtly looking 
up to ” the Father of lights, from whom comes 
* every good and perfect gift,” that he would 
ſhed down this beam of his glory upon you, 
love to himſelf, and love to one another! 

I ſhall cloſe with that animated prayer of 
the Apoſtle *, * And the Loxp make you to in- 
7 creaſe and abound in love towards one an- 
„Other: there let the flame be firſt kindled, 
and firſt felt; and towards all men*®; and 


thence let your love diffuſe itſelf, as rays ſtream- 


ing from a central ſun, to all mankind; * even 
* as we do towards you, to the end he may 
* eſtabliſh your hearts unblameable in holineſs 
© before Gop even our Father; that in this 
manner, and by theſe means, your hearts may 
be eſtabliſhed, and may be found to be poſleſs- 
ed of a true and genuine, and conſequently 
acceptable holineſs in the ſight of the great 
Father of all; * at the coming of our Lord Ix- 
sus CHRIST with all his faints,” in that illuſ- 
trious day when Jesus CHRIST ſhall come from 
heaven, and appear with all his glorious reti- 
nue of ſaints, all of them made perfect in love, 
and in all the other immaculate beauties of ho- 
lineſs, among whom you will be admitted to 
join, as the qualified aſſociates and joyful part- 
ners in the triumphs of that bleſſed ſeaſon, and 
the conſequent glories and bleſſedneſs of his eter- 
nal kingdom. Amen, and Amen ! 

® 1 Theſſ.lii. 12, 13. 
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A VERSION of 


The CXXXIId PSALM, 


Adapted to the foregoing DiscovuRsEe. 


I, 


HERE brethren dwell in mutual love, 
4 And the divine affection prove 

5 In all they do, in all they ſay, 

| How high the ſtream of bleſſing flows, 

= - In all their hearts what tranſport glows, 

1 How bright the dawn of heav'nly day ! 


1} | "Tis like the precious ointment ſhed 
On Aaron's venerable head, 
That to his rich embroid'ry ran : 


Round the full fragrancy extends, 
While the exub'rant ſtream deſcends, 


And conſecrates the godlike man 


HI. 


'Tis like the dews, whoſe countleſs drops 
On Hermon's or on Zion's tops 
In lenient ſhow'rs of bleſſing fall, 


Where 


x” 


PSALM CXXXIIL 35 


Where holy love joins hearts and hands 
There God eternal life commands, 
And life eternal hears his call. 


IV. 
Thou Gop of everlaſting love 
Send down thy Spirit from above, 
And pour the copious bliſs around! 
Then ſhall the churches of our LoRD 
In pious amity accord, . 
And with heav'ns orient rays be crown'd. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
PROPOSALS for Printing by Subſcription, 


Three Volumes of SERMONS, 


By the late Reverend SAM uEL Davies, M.A. 
Preſident of the College at Prince-Town, in New-Terſey. 


N. B. Each Volume will contain about Four hundred Pages on 


a a good Paper and Letter. Half of the Money for a Set, namely, 


Six Shillings, to be paid at the Time of Subſcribing, and the other 
half on the Delivery of the Books, ſewed, and in Covers. What- 
ever Profits ariſe from the Publication ſhall be faithfully and entirely 
appropriated to the Support of Mr Dawies's Widow, whole ſcanty 
Circumſtances, and fatherleſs Babes, joined with her excellent 
Character, loudly plead for the Aids of Chriſtian Benevolence. 


Subſcriptions are taken in by the Bookſellers mentioned in the 
Title Page of the Sermon, and by the Bookſellers in 
the ſeveral Cities and Towns of Great Britain. 
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Publiſhed by the AUT H OR. 


I. QUYENILIA: Poems on various Subjects of Devotion 
and Virtue. Price 55. 


II. The Religious Obſervance of the Sabbath. The Second Edi- 
tion. Price is. 


III. Separate Diſcourſes on the following Occaſions, wiz, 
On the Victory at Cu/lagen. 
At a Monthly Exerciſe of Prayer. 
On the dreadful Fire in Carnbill, March 25, 1748. 
To the charitable Society for promoting Religious Knowledge 
among the Poor. 
On the Perſecution in France, Two Diſcourſes. 


On the Earthquake at Lon. 
On the breaking out of the late War. 


On the Death of his late Majeſty King Georxce the Second. 


On the Death of the Reverend Mr Samue! Davies, Prefident of 


the College of Naſſau- Hall in New-Terſey. And, 
A Sermon on Self-Dedication, at St Thomas's, January 2, 1764, 
for the Benefit of a Charity. School. 


TV. An Elegiac Poem on the Death of the Reverend Benjamin 
Groſvenor, Price 6d. 


v. The Hidden Life of a Chriſtian, exemplified in the Diary, 
Meditations, and Letters of a young Miniſter, publiſhed from 
his own Manuſcripts. The Second Edition. Price 28. 


VI. Living Chriſtianity delineated in the Diaries and Letters of 
Capt. Hugh Bryan and Mrs Mary Hutſon, both of South-Carolina. 


VII. Sermons on various Subjects: With an Hymn adapted to 


each Subject. Deſigned to aſſiſt the Devotions of the Family 
and Cloſet. Price gs. 


VIII. The Divine Glories diſplayed in Babes and Sucklings.— A 
Sermon preached at Haberdaſbers. Hall, June 10, occaſioned by 

the Death of Nathanael Gibbons, who departed this Life May 28, 
1764, in the Eleventh Year of his Age. 


4 of ® 7-, LPS) 1 
1 LY EY _ . 


